


































With respect to willfulness, the TCS Defendants further argue that Vehicle IP has failed to 

identify specific evidence of conduct warranting enhanced damages. (D.I. 383 at 5) In response, 

Vehicle IP cites to testimony from Mr. Beasley, an inventor named on the '377 patent who later 

worked on developing an accused product. (D.I. 435 at 6) According to Vehicle IP, Mr. 

Beasley's resume told Verizon about the '377 patent. (ld.) However, even assuming that 

Verizon had knowledge of the '377 patent from Mr. Beasley, a party's pre-suit knowledge of a 

patent is not sufficient, by itself, to find "willful misconduct" of the type that may warrant an 

award of enhanced damages. See Halo, 136 S. Ct. at 1936 (Breyer, J., concurring). Vehicle IP 

does not identify other evidence, beyond pre-suit knowledge of the patent, that could show that 

the TCS Defendants' infringement was "egregious," "deliberate," "wanton," or otherwise 

characteristic of the type of infringement that warrants the Court exercising its discretion to 

impose the "punitive" sanction of enhanced damages. Id. at 1932. Vehicle IP does not, for 

example, show that "Mr. Beasley, TCS, or Verizon intentionally relied on Mr. Beasley's alleged 

prior knowledge of the patent" in developing its products. (D.I. 482 at 5) Nor does Vehicle IP 

demonstrate that Mr. Beasley was hired because ofhis knowledge of the '377 patent. Based on 

this record, no reasonable jury could find willful infringement ofthe '377 patent. Accordingly, 

the Court will grant the TCS Defendants' motion with respect to willfulness. 

13. Defendants's Motion for Summary Judgment oflnvalidity (D.I. 387) 

Defendants seek summary judgment of invalidity based on their contentions that certain 

claims (4, 6, 8, 9, 15, 17, 19, 21, 25, 27, 30, and 32) would have been obvious in light of prior art 

reference Behr in view of Sprague and that other claims (5, 16, and 28) would have been obvious 

in light of Behr in view of Sprague and TravTek. (D.I. 387 at 1) According to Defendants, Behr 
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